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I recently spent a beautiful sunny day in Cirò area. It is not a surprise as Cirò is located in 
Calabria region, southern Italy, 

identified as “Deep South” by someone and 
where nature, sun and sea seem to wrap you in a blanket of authenticity and tradition; 
especially if you meet the right people who take you to hidden corners to drink true wines and 
eat delicious products! 

This time we are virtually together on the Ionio sea coast in Crotone district (see maps). Cirò, 
along with Cirò Marina (on the sea side) are 2 towns but they also give their name to the most 
famous wine of this region! 

  

• The territory  

The origins of this wine are really old, Greeks have found here favorable conditions for 
growing grapes. After all, on one hand there is the sea, on the other the hills that allow higher 
altitude (up to about 5oom), moreover useful temperature ranges are in equilibrium with soil 
composition giving to the grapes used for Cirò, and especially to Gaglioppo variety (red), 
ideal conditions despite this variety can be found in other regions too. 

The soil can be often drought, the weather is mild and the tradition is penetrating. The success 
of a wine, however, depends on man clearly and this means wisdom, daughter of the tradition 
as well as respect and the choice to use indigenous varieties is a proof. 



  

• The wine 

Cirò wine can be: 

 

landscape in cirò marina 

–     WHITE: mainly from “Greco bianco” grape 

–     RED: mainly from “Gaglioppo” grape 

–     ROSE: mainly from “Gaglioppo” grapes vinified in pink 

By the way, the flagship wine of the area is the red from the already mentioned Gaglioppo 
variety (not to be confused with the other regional variety Magliocco that gives very 
interesting wines too, richer and more concentrated). Gaglioppo is a vine with a character that 
is not easy, someone says that it reflects the one of the man who produce it! A mediterranean 
character with strong tannins which require wood without making it intrusive. Anyway, the 
wine shows its elegance already looking at its color, less concentrated than some other 
southern reds. The wine has good body and often high alcohol content with good aging 
potential. It is possible to find it in other DOC wines of the region (different from Cirò). 

  

• Communication 

The potential of Calabria in general and Cirò in particular are remarkable, but mainly 
unexpressed. I refer to the fact that the region is still considered “emerging” especially abroad 
where, in some cases, people have only heard about Cirò. But I am noticing a good effort in 
the last years and I am very happy for that. Not least the associations of some local producers. 

There are, for example, 2 messages which have impressed me recently, on the occasion of 
some wine&food events: 

–     Deep Food (Food rather than South, translated in Italian, the 2 words [food and south] 
have a very similar sound): short, incisive, ironic, multivalent, immediate; 



–     the group of Cirò Boys: a group of engaging young producers that duplicate the 
phenomenon  of their colleagues in Piedmont region (north west of Italy) defined in the 80s 
“Barolo Boys” (they are famous for their revolution in the world of Barolo wine). 

 

Liuzzolini vineyards 

The number of activities in progress all around the region suggests everyone to “keep an eye” 
on them, also thanks to the wonderful local products such as the notorious ‘nduja (soft-
spreadable salami, spicy), the brave chilli, fresh fish on the coast, pecorino cheese in Crotone 
area, tomatoes from Belmonte (often giant, juicy, irregular), potatoes and cheese from Sila 
area in the inland, not to mention the popular red onions from Tropea. 

  

• Wineries 

I spent this day with two producers very different from each other, but there are several others 
that deserve attention, for their historical past or the contribution they have given to the whole 
territory in terms of notoriety, or yet, for the quality of their wines growing year by year. I 
will certainly review them soon to integrate this short report. 

  

Bron: http://chiarasfoodandwineguide.com/2015/05/24/ciro-the-most-famous-wine-of-calabria-
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